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excessively great, and the toilers wear little or no clothing while they perform their task.
The water-wheels or sakias are of two kinds, but each consists of a horizontal wheel turned by bullocks. The spokes stick out like cogs and so turn another wheel placed at right angles below it. The wheel used in the fields has a hollow rimc divided up into little boxes that pick up the water when the rim is in the water and discharge it into a narrow ditch when they reach the top. " Those used on the river bank, however, are too far from the water for such a wheel to be of use, so in place of the hollow rim the second wheel has also cogs, on which revolves an endless chain of rope to which earthen pots are attached, and whose length may be altered to suit the varying levels of the river."
The ancient Egyptians did not know what it was that caused the river to rise every year and bring them soil and water. To them this annual gift of a new life to the fields was a very wonderful thing, and *they worshipped the river that was so kind to them ; the Nile was regarded as a god. We, in our times, understand quite well what causes the river to rise, but it is none the less wonderful because we know how it happens.